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4. Heraldic plate. Pepys's coat-of-arms, with crest and elaborate mantling, and this curious inscription below: "Samuel Pepys of Brampton in Huntingdonshire Esq. Secretary of the Admiralty to his Maty King Charles the Second: Descended of ye antient family of Pepys of Cot-tenham in Cambridgeshire." Much criticism has been expended upon this inscription, and Pepys has been chided for his vanity, but there is really a very simple explanation of the inscription. The late Sir Wollaston Franks pointed
out to me that this rare armorial was engraved in the fifth edition of Guillim's "Heraldry," edited by Richard Biome (1679), and that the inscription is similar in character to those attached to the other armorial bearings engraved in that book. Another point of interest in this plate is that the old method of tricking with letters is used. Mr. W. J. Hardy, alluding to this peculiarity, which it enjoys in common with other work in Blome's "Guillim," writes: "A point of interest about them all is that, as well asinds of some book-plate collectors respecting them, and it has even been denied in print that the portrait-plates were book-plates at all, and doubts expressed that they had ever been found in books, in spite of the fact that those who have been privileged to visit the Pepysian Library have seen the plates in the books there.
